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to The Wanderer. A converted French merchantman. Fan-
tastic luxury; but real taste. I got some ideas from it for
The Wanderer. A lovely ship. Allen said the Duke had spent
well over £100,000 on her, and that £35,000 would buy her;
which probably meant £25,000. The wages bill must be £700
a month. She appears to be used for only about a week or so
a year. This is a social crime.
I think I should fancy more than any of these boats the
Shenandoah, a 3-masted schooner, with a big beam; she floated
on the water like a duck and looked superb. When we went
out in a launch to inspect the motor launch that goes with The
Wanderer, we went close by the Shenandoah and it was sicken-
ing to think she wasn't mine.
Comarques, Friday, August 2Jth.
Yesterday afternoon I received the second and final part of the
survey of The Wanderer, and it was thoroughly unsatisfactory,
so that I was obliged to refuse the yacht. The first part had
been pretty good, especially for a 6o-year-old boat.
I read " Erewhon " again. The nature descriptions are as
good as anything. The best " Erewhon " parts are the crimin-
ality of ill-health and the musical banks. The ' machines ' part
is not nearly so good. The form of the book is very clumsy,
and the philosophic theories ought to have been worked more
ingeniously into a narrative of picturesque events. It is much
inferior to Gulliver as a whole, but the finest parts seem to make
it a classic.
During the last two or three weeks I seem to have
done nothing, but still I have done something. Idled with
Swinnerton at Clacton and Frinton. Finished my sketch of
Rickards for the Rickards book. Got into final order all the
matter for the first annual volume of " Things That Have Inter-
ested Me ",x and evolved the idea and structure of my film.
Also I have played a lot of tennis, and can now play four sets
in an afternoon without dropping down dead. Croquet has also
improved. But still no water colours at all since Portugal. I
expect I shan't do any now this season.
Bnghtlingsea, Yacht " Zoraida," Wednesday, September gth.
We left Harwich about 9.30 yesterday, but there was no wind
1 Published January 13, 1921.
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